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Brattleboro Hockey Association 

2014-15 

- 10 and Under Player Evaluation Criteria- 

Skaters wishing to try out for BHA’s travel teams, both in the Greater Springfield 
League(GSL) and the U10 Independent Team will be evaluated as described in this 
section based on the following criteria: 

 •Hockey Sense 

 •Skating Ability 

 •Puck Control 

 •Passing and Receiving 

 •Shooting 

 •Offensive and Defensive Skills 

 •Sportsmanship and Coachability 

 Players will be evaluated during an on-ice evaluation session that will be scheduled 
and advertised in advance.  The 2014-15 Season evaluations will take place at the 
Collins-Moylan Arena in Greenfield, MA on Friday September 19th. BHA also reserves 
the right to seek additional input to the evaluation process from the skaters’ coaches 
(prior year and current year coaches). 

The BHA Board of Directors, and Director of Coaching, will determine how the 
evaluation process will be conducted. This evaluation process will be provided in writing 
to parents and players via email or via posting on the BHA website prior to the 
evaluation day. The on-ice evaluation session will be conducted using competitive 
exercises that place skaters in game situations. These situations will test the criteria 
listed above by challenging players to make decisions, support other players offensively 
and defensively, handle the puck in confined spaces, and test the player’s agility and 
speed. Listening and teamwork skills will also be observed. 
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At least three persons deemed qualified and selected by the BHA Board and Director of 
Coaching will be designated as the “evaluators” for the scheduled evaluations. At least 
one of the three evaluators will be a member of the BHA coaching staff. BHA will make 
every attempt to fill the two remaining evaluator positions with evaluators that have no 
immediate connection to the BHA program. None of the evaluators will have a vested 
interest in the level of hockey they are evaluating. The BHA Board and Director of 
Coaching will discuss their expectations with the evaluators prior to the start of the 
evaluation process. The only people allowed to the benches during evaluations will be 
the evaluators and the players. 

Immediately after the final day of tryouts at any given level, the evaluators will meet in 
private to identify players for the BHA competitive teams. The evaluation results will 
sent to the skaters within 24 hours and posted on the BHA website.  

BHA does not place players according to position with the exception of goaltenders. 
BHA does not have a minimum or maximum number of players that will be selected for 
its competitive teams but will make selections, when reasonable, to stay within the ADM 
recommended parameters of 10-12 players plus a goalie.  Players will be matched by 
skill as prescribed by the USA Hockey ADM model.  Similarly developed players will be 
grouped on the GSL travel team or the U10 Independent team based on the criteria 
described above 

Evaluations can be a stressful time for those being evaluated. Please support your 
skaters by encouraging them to do their best and applauding their efforts. After team 
placements are announced, any questions can be directed to the BHA Board and 
Director of Coaching. Further appeal, if necessary, should be made to the Board of 
Directors. 

If a player is unable to attend tryouts due to an injury or family emergency (e.g., death in 
the family), they will be evaluated by the BHA Director of Coaching and the coaches 
from the BHA travel team at their appropriate age level upon their return. Consideration 
will be given to where they have been placed in the past as well. The player will then be 
notified as to which BHA competitive team he/she will be placed for that season. 

  

So have the players sharpen their skates, play hard, and have fun!  See you at the rink! 

 

-BHA Board of Directors 

  

 


